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I believe that I see enough of the purpose of God
to guide me in practice. I think that I help others as
well as myself by trying to state as well as I can what
I think I see. I believe that the meaning and purpose
of life is creation. I think the supreme Creator has
brought into being creatures who can join in the
work of creation because he has given them power of
discovering for themselves some knowledge of what
he is and how he is working. He has given them free-
dom to use or neglect this power, to attempt or
neglect the work of creation, without which they
would only be blind mechanical instruments in his
hands. He has, in a word, given them something of
his own power to originate things for themselves.
He means them to develop this power to the full,
to use their reason and conscience to the utmost
capacity. But this they could not do if he intervened
to set things right when they go wrong. I do not
believe that God intervenes at given moments to de-
flect the course of events which human activity has
produced. I believe that he means men to judge for
themselves what is better or worse, by seeing and
feeling the results of what they have done. I do not
believe that at given moments he intervened to re-
veal secrets the answer to which human intelligence
could not discover. I think that he set us to seek the
answers, to keep on seeking, and to judge what they
are, better and better, the more we study the results
of our answers. "Seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you."1
Does all this mean that God, having planted in
man some sparks of his own nature, reason and con-
science, the power to distinguish good and evil, the
creative faculty, had then no further succour to give
him? Does it mean that God and man are so much
apart that no intercourse between them is possible?
My answer to that question lies in my view of God as
supreme personality.

